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Senate Bill H.B.A No.A3354
March 11, 2021

Rep. Frank, James
[bookmark: _GoBack]Address: 1206 Hatton Road
Wichita Falls, TX 76302
(940) 767-1700
Dear Honorable Frank, 

RE: Senate Bill H.B.A No.A3354
I am writing in reference to the above bill. 
Bill Description
The bill is titled Relating to the use of an accessible absentee mail system by certain voters and was sponsored by Texas Representative Honorable Bill Bucy (LegiScan, 2019). The bill was introduced and filed into the chamber on the 6th of March 2019 (LegiScan, 2019). On the 18th of March, 2019, the bill was read before the members of the chamber for the first time and then referred to elections on the same date. The subjects of the bill include persons with disabilities, early voting, and elections. The bill is still in stage 1 of the legislative process, and it has failed to complete this stage. 
Purpose of the Bill   
The bill seeks to make some amendments to the constitution, especially Section 1 Chapter 81 about Election Code, in order to allow for an accessible absentee ballot system (Texas Legislature Online, 2019). The Election Code provides for early voting through mail or in physical polling stations, but it does not provide an alternative to eligible voters who cannot exercise their legal right of voting using these two methods. Specifically, this bill seeks to enable eligible voters and those with disabilities to cast their votes using an accessible absentee mail system. One of the provisions of this bill is that the accessible absentee mail system ought to be purely an electronic system. An electronic system may include software that is used solely for the purpose of allowing all voters, including those with disabilities, to mark their voter's ballots as well as print and submit such ballots in ways recognized by the law.  
Importance of the Bill 
One of the general provisions of Chapter 81 of the constitution is a requirement for early voting (Texas Legislature Online, 2019). Through early voting, the constitution requires the physical appearance of an individual for casting votes either in a polling station or through the mail. However, this may be a disadvantage to eligible voters with disabilities since they may not be able to physically present in polling stations or vote through the mail; hence they may not exercise their constitutional right of voting. Therefore, the bill is important because it recognizes the constitutional right of voting that should be accorded to each citizen and thus provides a voting alternative for persons with disabilities. The bill is also important because it passes, and if enacted into law, it will show that the state values and respects the rights of persons with disabilities. Additionally, the bill is important because it allows military and veterans who can vote by mail or in physical polling stations to vote through the accessible absentee ballot system. Individuals in the military or veterans may not be able to exercise their legal right of voting due to the nature of their work, and therefore this bill provides an alternative for them to vote.
Personal Stand
Personally, I support this bill, and this is so because it recognizes the constitutional right to vote that should apply equally to all individuals. However, there are some circumstances that may hinder individuals from exercising this right, and these may include disabilities and the nature of work like the police. The police provide security to the citizens, and the majority of them do not have time for other activities, like voting. During the voting time, security is highly beefed due to political tension, and this means that the police are actively engaged in providing security. As a result, they rarely vote. Persons with disabilities may not be able to present themselves in polling stations or vote through the mail due to the nature of their disability. Therefore, I support the bill because it recognizes the constitutional right of voting of this group of individuals. 
Appeal to Legislator
I would like to appeal to you to throw your support behind this bill. There are a significant number of citizens in our state with significant disabilities, which makes it difficult for them to vote. There are also significant numbers of police officers and veterans who cannot vote using the voting means highlighted in the Election Code. Therefore, one of the ways through which we can show that we value and respect their rights is by supporting this bill to enable these people to exercise their right of voting. As a result, I appeal to you to rally behind this bill to ensure it succeeds, thus becoming a law. 
Thank you for your time and consideration, and commitment to respect the rights of all citizens. 

Yours faithfully,
Name      
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